
 

 

  

 

 
The Action Cycle (Choose, Act, Reflect) is 
an important part of our IB education. 
Please note any actions that you have 
noticed at home as a result of this unit and 
return this page to me at any time. 
Questions and comments are welcomed as 
well. 
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We are always looking for resources to 
enhance our Unit of Inquiry. If you have 
something to share, or know someone who 
can offer information, please let us know! 
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How We Express Ourselves is an inquiry into the 
ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy 
our creativity. 
 

During this IB unit we will be looking at how 
media is used in the world. We will ask such 
questions as: What is media? Why is it 
important? How has media changed? What are 
some forms of media? How do words and 
images in media affect our choices and actions? 
 

We will start our media exploration by reading 
together Getting the News. Classes will then 
trace the evolution of news delivery from town 
crier to current forms of media. Through PBS 
Kids “Don’t Buy It” activities we will see the 
influence media has on us. 
 

Good journalists use the 5 W’s (who, when, 
where, why and what). As readers and writers, 
we will focus on these throughout the unit. We 
will have class discussions about:  Why is it news 
(timeliness, relevance, magnitude and impact)? 
And look at how we use the written and spoken 
word to persuade or entertain. We will discuss 
differences between different types of news. How 
do we get our news (TV, internet, 
newspapers)? We will look at real-world 
examples of news  such as our school newsletter 
and CNN Student News. 
 

As part of their assessment for this unit, students 
will create their own media project.  A checklist 
will be used to assess the project. Student 
projects could include any of the following: 
brochure, broadsheet, magazine article, 
newspaper, advertisement, flyer, school 
newsletter, class newsletter. 
 

Contact us: 
Tayler.Johnson@spps.org 
Laura.Seidel@spps.org 
Diane.Thomas@spps.org 
 
(651) 325-2400 

 

Key Concepts:  Form, Perspective and 
Change 

Related Concepts: Communication, 
Networks and Production 

 

 
 Evolution of media (Media 

production-Math) 

 Forms of media 

 Ways words and images inform 
and persuade (Advertisements) 

 
Communicators and Open-Minded 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Research: Looking at the 5 Ws (who, 
where, when, why, and what) and 
answering all the questions. 
 
Communication Skills: Speaking and 
Writing – Students will write and present a 
book review. There will be classroom 
activities around the norms is in media 
communication (we look people in the 
eye/at the camera, we use a clear voice, 
etc.) 
 
Social Skills: Students will learn 
characteristics of working in a group and 
appropriate audience behavior (nonverbal 
communication as well) 
 

 

 

Media is used worldwide to inform and 
persuade. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Cooperation and Creativity 
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